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MINUTES

GEORGIA LAND CONSERVATION PROGRAM
First Quarter Council Meeting
February 6, 2014 - 9:30 AM

Call To Order
After establishing a quorum, the meeting was called to order.  

Present at the meeting were: Steve Stancil, Chairman, Johnny Bembry, Mark Williams and Paul Michael.

By Conference Phone: Brent Dykes and Gretchen Corbin.

Approval of the Minutes
Chairman Stancil presented minutes from October 25, 2013, Georgia Land Conservation Council meeting for approval. Johnny Bembry made a motion seconded by Mark Williams to approve the minutes as presented. The motion passed unanimously. 

Project Review – The Nature Conservancy
Andrew Szwak presented a loan request for The Nature Conservancy to acquire 375 acres in Long and Wayne Counties.  The parcels are covered by floodplain wetlands that support endangered species of birds, mussels and fish.  The parcels are private inholdings within the state owned Griffin Ridge Wildlife Management Area (WMA).  Upon acquisition, the parcels will be annexed to the WMA to add 1.7 miles of public access to the Altamaha River.  

Following acquisition, The Nature Conservancy will sell an easement on the land for $318,750 to the U.S. Navy that will permanently prevent encroachments on nearby military facilitates. The Georgia Department of Natural Resources will then purchase the remaining fee-title property interest with proceeds from a federal wetlands protection grant, also $318,750.  The Nature Conservancy will repay the loan with proceeds from these sales.  

Paul Michael made a motion seconded by Johnny Bembry to approve a Clean Water State Revolving loan to The Nature Conservancy in the amount of $637,500.  The motion passed unanimously.
 
2013 Annual Report
Andrew Szwak presented the Council members with a copy of the 2013 Land Conservation Program Annual Report.  If any members have comments after they review the report they can contact Andrew or if they need additional copies.  The report will also be on the website.

Legislative Review
Kevin Clark stated that during the last session the Georgia Legacy bill was dropped (SB210) and it did move out of the Senate but it did not move out of the House Natural Resources Committee. John Watson is working with the Governor’s office on the legislation for this session.  Council members were given a copy of the notes on the substitute to SB210 to review.  Kevin stated that he will continue to work with the Governor’s office and the Legacy group to move the legislation forward.  If any of the Council members have questions, they can contact Andrew or Kevin.

Andrew Szwak stated that the federal farm bill has passed through both the House and Senate and that President Obama has said that he will sign the bill.  This will extend related conservation programs for five years.

Geographic Information System Update
Andrew Szwak stated that we are doing more with the electronic mapping system.  Both GEFA and GLCP have an interactive map on their websites.  We are going to work on some tools that will allow us to do analysis with the information.  GEFA has hired a Geographic Information System Intern that is assisting with this process.

Emerging Issues 
No updates were given.

Adjournment
Gretchen Corbin made a motion seconded by Johnny Bembry to adjourn the meeting at 9:49 a.m.  The motion passed unanimously.

						

													
Kim Yawn, Senior Executive Assistant


  							
													
Kevin Clark, Executive Director
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